ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 
OF THE 

TWENTY-NINE PALMS BAND OF MISSION INDIANS 

We, the members of the Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians, 
y r _ California, hereinafter referred to as the Band, do 

hereby adopt Articles of Associatio.. establish rules and reg^ 

lations to govern our tribal authority and jurisdiction. 

1, T erritory : The jurisdiction of the Band shall extend to the 

land now and hereafter comprised within the Twenty-Nine Palms Reservation. 


2. Members ). ip : 


A. The membership of the Band shall consist of those persons who 
file application.-! for membership and are fo' ..u qualified under one of the 
following categories: 


(1' ?ersons living on the effective date of Ordinance No. I 
(Enroll*’. :nt) whose names appear on the June 30, 1903 Twenty-Ni ..f 
P alme Census Roll. 


(z) Persons living on the effective date of Ordinance lo. 1 
whose n .nes are listed in a letter '-■c'red January 31, 1911, frem 

V U A <; <5 j <5 t*f> n t C ^i^yrvo c c i nn*- .’* ho Wi T ? i T „ Si \ } 1 i rt , 

Superini enuonc , naxKi Indian ocnooi regatuxu^ LiausfeL o • 1 q 
Chcmoh evi Indians from Twenty-Nine Palms Reservation wO lauds 
adjoining Cabazon Reserve. 


(3) Persons living on the effective date of Ordinance No* 1 
and those born thereafter, who are one- fourth (1/6) or more 
degree of Indian blood and whose ancestors are named on the 
Census Roll described in (1) above or the letter dated January 
31, l 0 ! 1 described in (2) above, regardless of whether the 
named ancestors are living Oi deceaseds 


(6) Persons who have been ad'Tpted by the hand and such 
adoption has been approved by the Bureau of Indian Aff*i.\s, 


B, A person or his descendant who has been allotted on 
another reservation, of is officially enrolled with or is a recognized 
member of some other tribe or band shall not be enrolled* A recognized 
member of some other tribe or band is a person vnio, because of his affilia- 
tion with the other tribe or band, has participated in elections or general 
activities, has received benefits or Has’ shared in the assets of the tribe 
or band. An allotment or interest in an allotment acquired thror^h inher- 
itance shall not be a bar to enrollment with the ftanG, 
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C. The official membership roll was prepared in accordance 
with procedures outlined in Ordinance Ho. 1 adopted by the members of the 
Band on May 29, 1966, approved by the Area Director on July 15, 1966, and 
Section 3 A 3. of, -fil'd inane c No. 1 amended by resolution enacted by the Band 
on April 18, 1 " 1 ° and' approved by the Arc- ^'rector on April 29, 1968. 

Said Ordinance Ho. 1 contains all provisions for enrollment procedures, 
enrollment committee, application form, approval or disapproval of applica- 
tion, rejection notice, appeals and provisions for keeping the roll on a 
current basis. 

3. Govern in , Body : The governing body oi the Band shall be the 
General Council which shall consist of all adult members eighteen (18) 
years of age or wider. In addition, there shall be elected from the General 
Council a Business Committee consisting of Spokesman, a Secretary- Treasi rcr and 
two (2) adult men hers of the Band. The B siness Committee shall have tie 
administrative powers and duties hereinaf*‘“i. escribed. Members of the 
Business Committe shall serve a term of twe (2) years or until their 
successors are du. y elected and installed. 

4. K 1 e r t _ l ,n r . : Any enrolled member of the Band eighteen (18) yea ." 

of age or older, shall have the right to vote and, if duly elected, ic 
hold office, t*'. 1 elections of officers shall be by secret ballot. 

Nmm'natinns for r'-o Business Committee sha' > >e made at a General Courcif 
lUeeili.p called fo t ^11 certified K y f 1 '" existine 

Business Com-.ji.tt ae shall have their names placed on the ballot . t - 1 .icmiaa- 
tions, and elections, whether for officers or by way of referendum, s all 

be conducted in accordance with an ordinance or ordinances adopted by the 
governing body which shall provide for the dates thereof, for polling 
places, election committees and their duties, absentee balloting and other 
necessary requirements. 

5. Vac ancie s and Recall : The General Council may, by majority vote, 

remove any tribal official from offic -» who fails to carry out his Business 
Committee responsibilities or is found guilty of a felony in any County, 

State or Federal Court, or for gross neglect of duty, or misconduct reflect- 
ing on the dignity and integrity of the Band. 

Upon receipt of a petition signed by at least 30 per cent of the 
voters calling for the recall of an officer, the Business Committee shall 
examine the petition and if properly signed by a sufficient number of voters, 
the Council shall hold a recall election within sixty (60) days after receipt 
of petition. 

Before any vote for removal is taken the accused official shall 

bo P> wri f*(-on ec^tomont r> f nil r' 1 1 q ^ ~ li a,m k* . b 

ten (10) days before a meeting of the General Council at which he is to 
appear and he shall be given a fair opportunity to answer any and all 
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written charges at such meeting. A majority of those voting in such recall 
election shall govern, provided at least 40 per cent of the eligible voters 
shall participate in such election. 

The General Council shall imrticdiunjj.^ appoint a replacement t^ 
fill the unenpired term of any tribal official who has resigned, died, or 
been removed from office. 

6 . Powers of the General Council and Business Committee : 


A. The Ouneral Council shall have the powers and responsibilities 
hereinafter provided, subject to any limitation imposed by the statutes or 
the Constitution of the United States. 

(1) Vo manage, lease, contrac' ot otherwise deal with 
tribal assets, 

(2) "o employ legal counsel, the choice of counsel and 
fixing of fees to be subject to the approval of the 
Secretary of the Interior or his duly authorized 
Representative. 

* ~ v _ . % . „1 ; - * - - f- ‘/U #-i. - ~ 

) iO t ^ X - J- ^ ' •* ^- - * * 

of Association, governing future membership, lost 
uembership and adoption of members into, the Bard* 

(4) To assess fees for the payment of expenses of the 
Bind or to finance any project which in its opinion 
is for the benefit of the Band as a whole* 

(5) To establish its own n les of procedure for the conduct 
of its affairs and by appropriate ordinance cr resolution 
delegate to the Business Committee or any other committee 
any of the foregoing powers and duties. 

(6) To take such actions as are necessary to carry in^o 
effect any of the foregoing powers. 

B* Any rights and powers heretofore vested in the General Council 
but not expressly referred to in this article, shall not be lost by reason 
of their omission but may be exercised through the adoption of appropriate 
bylav7s or amendments. 

C. Business Committee . The Business Committee shall ha' e the 
following administrative powers and duties, but shall not commit the Band 
to any contract, lease, or other arrangement unless it is so empowered by 
a duly enacted ordinance or resolution of the General Council: 
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(1) Place into effect all ordinances, resolutions or other 
enactments of the Cencral Council. 

(2) Represent the Band in all negotiations between the Band 
„.id local, State and Fed-—-' 1 Govcraments , their agencies 
and officers. 

(3) Faithfully advise the General Council of all aforementioned 
negotiations . 

7. Meetings : The General Council shall be convened in a regular 

meeting in the merths of March r June, September and December of each year 
on dates prescribed by the Business Committee. Special General Council 
meetings may be called by the Business Com.ir’-.ee or by petition signed by 
20 per cent of th i voters. A meeting of t *'<. General Council shall not te 
valid unless there shall be at least 30 pc'- tv it of the qualified voters 
present, and no hr ;iness shall be conducted in the absence of a quorum. 

Members will be notified at least seven (7) days in advance of all Gene v! 

Council meetings. Non-resident members will be notified by mail, those . f 
the reservation oy mail, telephone or visit. 

The Business Committee shall meet once a month on dates to be specified 
Ky if- Sppm'al -,nr u i;ipc,s shall be convened on call of the Spokesman or 

iiia j or i v'’ of the Busx.-cp^ voiumutcc uivmwwo. . * • ..r 1 1 ccr.src 4- of three 

(3) members and o business shall be conducted in the absence jl a H uc rum. 

8 . Dm.ics ol Officers : 

A. Spokesman , He shall preside at all meetings of the General 
Council and Business Committee. He shall execute on behalf of the Rand 
all contracts, leases or other documents approved by the General Council, 
lie shall have general supervision of all other officers, employees and 
committees of the Band and sec that their duties are properly performed. 

Wien neither the General Council nor the Business Conffiiittee is in 
session, he shall be the official representative of the Band. The Spokesman 
shall vote only in the case of a tie vote in either the General vouncil or 
Business Committee meetings. 

B. S ecretary-- Treasurer ; He shall keep the minutes of both the 
General Council meetings and meetings of the Business Consnittee. He shall 
certify the enactment of all ordinances or resolutions of both the Business 
Committee and the General Council. He shall attend to the giving of all 
notices required by this document. He shall also receive on behalf of the 
Business Committee all petitions provided for in this document. He shall 
be bonded at the expense of the Band and shall have care and custody of 
all valuables for the Band and deposit all money in an approved depository. 
He shall disburse all funds as ordered by the General Council, or Business 
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Committee when authorized to expe.nd such funds, lie shall maintain financial 
accounts, receipts and records which shall be available for inspection by 
members of the General Council, business Committee and representatives of 
the bureau of Affairs. All f inane • ' ' "'-cords of the Band shall be 

audited at least once each year and such other times as may be directed by 
the General Council or the Bureau of Indian Affairs. Copies of all 
minutes, resolutions, or other enactments shall be submitted to the bureau 
of Indian Affairs through the Riverside Agency as soon after their enact-' 
ment as possible. 

9. Approva l : These Articles of Association shall be in effect after 

they receive the approval of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs and the 
present Business Committee shall within thirry (30) days after his approval 
cause an election of officers to be held in r^-ordance with the terms of 
these Articles of Association. 

10. Amendment : These Articles of Association may be amended by a 

majority vote of : 'he General Council and such amendment shall be in offer, 
upon the approval of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

CERTIFICATION 


We, the undersigned, uuj.y eiecueu off IM;:r Pair*? Band 

do hereby certify that the foregoing Articj.es of Association was ad.:, '■ : d by 
the members of .he Twenty-Nine. Palms Band of Mission Indians at * duly 
called general meeting on ■ 1 l: / 1972. a quorum being present, 

by a vote of __'_"for" and Q- "against" and lias not been rescinded or 
amended in any way. 




, //./ 


./<• 




/ y y - 


Jennifer Andracie, Spokesman 




9 -Tr^eurer 

'Ci Ci. A ki [f4 , ,Xm , 4 r '' - 


L 


Viftc r c. Mike, Committee Member 


■ r 


United States Department of the Interior 

HU REAL' OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 20212 


CERTIFICATE OF /APPROVAL 

The foregoing Articles of Association of the Twenty-Nine Palms 
Band of Mission Indians, adopted March 1, 1972, is hereby approved 
with, the understanding (1) that the jurisdiction of the Twenty-Nine 
Palms Band of Mission Indians shall be S’-.. je t to all existing appli- 
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cable Federal and State laws; (2) that the felonious conviction 
justifying ieir.o'*jJ_ of an official from office under Section 5 of th^se 
Articles of Association must occur during the term of office from whfcl 
the otncia.1 is to oe . n. t ,ov. : an i * • > <.hau ■ '.e henefii.!# mm , I>,hco • 
of the Indian C-\il Rights Act of 1968 are guaranteed to its m .miners. 

Alexander MacNabb 
Acting Deputy Commissioner 

Date: May 2 A . ’.972 


( 



IN REPLY REFER TO : 


